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Jacob bar Aha said, “Tirion’s day has been annulled, for it is the day 
on which Lulianos and Pappos were killed.” 


On the seventh day of [the month of Adar] the peoples rose up against 
the remnant of the scribes in the town of Chalkis and in Bet Zibdin but 
they were saved. 


In the view of R. Meir, this poses no problem. This statement comes to 
prohibit [fasting] on that day itself. 


[R] In the opinion of R. Yosé, what is the purpose of such a 
prohibition? The day before already is forbidden. 


[S] Said R. Yosé, “All of these cited passages neither support nor 
contradict either the opinion of R. Meir or the opinion of R. Yosé. 
The purpose of these statements [in the fasting scroll] is only to 
specify days on which miracles were done for Israel. 


[T] “You should know that that is the case, for we have learned: The 
first day of the month of Nisan [is not for mourning], for on that 
day the daily whole offering was set up [against the views of the 
Sadducees]. On that day one may not mourn. 


[U] “Now even if that statement had not been made, is it not forbidden 
[to mourn and fast] on that day, because it is the New Moon?” 


But as to Sabbaths and festival days, one may fast both on the day 
before them and on the day after them. 


Why do you impose a lenient rule on these [Sabbaths and festivals] 
and a strict rule on those [the days listed in the fasting scroll]? [Why is 
there a prohibition of fasting or mourning not only on the day but also 
on the day before and afterward where the dates mentioned in the 
fasting scroll are concerned? ] 


The answer is that these days [Sabbaths and festivals] derive from the 
teachings of the Torah, and the teachings of the Torah do not require 
reenforcement. 


But these others [that is, the days on which it is prohibited to fast or 
mourn by the decree of the fasting scroll] derive from the authority 
only of scribes, and the teachings of the scribes do require 
reenforcement. 


That which you have said applies to the time before the fasting scroll 
was nullified. But after the fasting scroll was nullified, all of these 
rules have likewise been abandoned, [so now it is permitted to fast or 


